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coseismal line (Fig. 62) is close to the region lying
between the two epicentres.

The method of locating the epicentre by means of
the Intersection of two or more lines of direction of
the shock was first suggested by Michell in 1760,*
and has been employed by Mallet in investigating
the Neapolitan earthquake, by Professors Taramelli
and Mercalli in their studies of the Andalusian and
Riviera earthquakes, as well as by other seismologists.
The diversity of apparent directions at one and the
same place caused its " temporary neglect, until
Professor Omori showed in 1894 that the mean of a
large number of measurements gives a trustworthy
result (p. 19), His interesting observations should
reinstate the method to its former place among the
more valuable instruments at the disposal of the
seismologist

No observations, however, are at present so valu-
able for the purpose in view as those made on the
intensity of the shock. For many years, it has been
the custom to regard the epicentre as coincident with
the area of greatest damage to buildings; and, when
the area is small, the assumption cannot be much in
error. It Is of course merely a rough way of obtain-
ing a result that is generally given more accurately
by means of isoseismal lines; but there are excep-
tional cases, such as the Neapolitan and Ischian
earthquakes, when the destruction wrought by the
earthquake furnishes evidence of the greater value.

A single isoseismal accurately drawn not only gives
the position of the epicentre with some approach to
exactness, but also by the direction of Its longer axis
determines that of the originating fault. When two

1 Phil Trans,, vol. li., pt. ii., 1761, pp. 625-626.